
Click here to view a full recording of the meeting.

Board of Education Office
50 Sheffield Street

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
(860) 395-3157

The Old Saybrook Board of Education met in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 11, 2022, at the Board of Education
Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475.

Board Members Others
Lee-Ann Flynn Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools
Karina Julius Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance
Trevor Nichols Joseph Anastasio, Old Saybrook High School Interim Principal
Eileen Baker
Karen Brodeur
James Henderson

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Nichols called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Audience of Citizens

No members of the audience addressed the Board of Education.

Reports from the Student Board of Education Representatives

The Board Representatives reported on the following topics:

● Clubs:
○ Health club chose their charity project on a disorder called CDKL5, a rare

disorder which has effects like epilepsy at a young age.
● Academic:

○ More learning is done outside of school compared to last year.
○ Teachers give more work and answer more questions than lectures. Student

opinion is mixed on this.
○ Honors band started at the high school, which is during the same period as

standard band but is graded like an Honors class. There are requirements for
being in Honors band, which include participating in a festival (such as the
Shoreline Music Festival), participating in an audition (mainly the Regional
Music Festival and New England Music Festival).

○ National Honor Society invitations are coming out soon.
○ The 8th-grade leadership summit went well. Some highschool LINK leaders

were part of guiding the 8th graders on a tour around the school and answered
questions they had.

1

https://youtu.be/T6Oug_s3IpM


○ Starting in 8th grade, course selection for the high school is open to be looked
at by parents and students with the goal of making it more accessible.

● Extracurricular:
○ Shoreline Music Festival had their first rehearsal on Thursday, October 6, in

Caugincaug. The second rehearsal and concert is on Thursday, October 13.
○ OSHS Band has a concert on September 20. The band has been practicing in

small student-led groups since the start of the year, and will be performing in
these small groups for their concerts.

○ Spirit Week starts on October 21.
○ The blood drive will be on October 28.
○ Homecoming will be on October 28.
○ The OSHS Winter Play has their performances scheduled for November

10-12. They are performing, Murder on the Orient Express.
● Sports

○ Girls Soccer: Girls Soccer has a record of 1-4-2.
○ Boys Soccer: Boys soccer is 8-0, ranking them second in the state for Class S

high schools.
○ Field Hockey: Field Hockey is 5-2-1.
○ Football/Cheer: OSW Football has a record of 0-4.

Correspondence

The following correspondence was presented to the Board of Education:

● OSHS September Rambler

III. MEETING MINUTES

Brodeur/Flynn

“Move to approve the September 27, 2022, regular meeting minutes, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)

IV. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

Washington DC Trip

In accordance with Board policy, all student field trips shall require prior written
approval by the building principal. In addition, all student field trips that are
scheduled to last more than one day shall require the prior written approval of the
Superintendent or his/her designee and the Board of Education. This field trip has
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been taken in past years and has the support of the building principal and
superintendent.

Students who participate in this event will travel to Washington DC on Thursday,
March 23 at 6:30 a.m. The trip will last three days and students will explore various
museums and monuments dedicated to historical figures, groups and major events.
The historic and educational sites to be visited correlate to the United States History
curriculum, as well as the 11th grade American Studies, English 10, and World
History curricula. Students will return home on Saturday, March 25. Cost for this trip
will be $625 per student for transportation, lodging, and access to the museums and
tours. Some meals will be included in the cost.

Brodeur/Baker

“Move to approve the Washington DC field trip, as presented”

Motion: CARRIED (6-0-0)

The Board engaged in a conversation regarding the logistics of the proposed trip.
Topics of discussion included:

● Cost and funding help for students who cannot afford the trip
● Dates
● Insurance
● Travel accommodations

Equity Coalition Presentation

Year two of the Old Saybrook Public Schools’ 2021-26 Strategic Plan is well
underway. District and building level goals have been set and teacher goals are
underway. The first goal of the plan is, “All Students will be challenged and
respected, and represented throughout the district so that they will be prepared to
achieve their highest aspirations in a global society.”

Last year, we worked successfully with Partners for Educational Leadership and Dr.
Rydell Harrison to set year-long goals for the first year of the plan. Data about the
District’s current performance standards in the areas of academics, attendance,
graduation rate, special education identification and discipline including longitudinal
trends for sub-groups, were reviewed. Professional development for teachers that
centered on reflective practices that minimize and eliminate bias when it comes to
expectations for students were very successful according to staff surveys. The Equity
Guiding Coalition (EGC), currently populated by teachers and administrators, has
structured work for the year that includes professional development for staff about
how to ensure that the environments in our classrooms are welcoming and celebratory
of all students regardless of their background, race, gender and ability. They will also
be trained in focus group work so they can gather student opinions about this work.
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Staff who are members of the EGC summarized the work to date and discussed the
initial plans for their work this year. The District asked for an approval of the contract
for the second year of this work. $35,000 of the contract will be paid from ESSER
funds and $10,000 from the professional development operating budget.

Brodeur/Baker

“Move to approve the $45,000 contract with Partners for Educational
Leadership to provide training for staff for the 2022-23 academic year.”

MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)

The Board asked questions related to:

● Qualitative/Quantitative Measures
● District Specific Data
● Terms of the Contract
● Current District Practices Related to Equity and Future Goals

Entrepreneurship Course

This topic was tabled.

Indoor Air Quality Grant and Air Conditioning

At their meeting on October 11, 2022, Superintendent Perruccio and Director
Pendleton provided the Board with an update regarding Indoor Air Quality and HVAC
at our schools. During this presentation, Superintendent Perruccio and Director
Pendleton discussed the current state of indoor air quality and what is being done to
improve conditions. Additionally, requirements set forth for grant funding by the state
were presented. The state has made grant funds available, and the District would like
to file an application.

Director Pendleton specifically outlined the current state of the air conditioning
project at Kathleen E. Goodwin School, including the cost of the project and the time
table going forward. Director Pendleton also discussed the logistics and funding
needs for implementing air conditioning at the middle school and high school. The
grant deadline is December 1, 2022. The Town will need to take action to approve
funds and for a building committee.

CABE/CAPSS Convention

Each year, the Connecticut Association of the Boards of Education (CABE) and the
Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS) host a
convention. This year, the convention will be held on November 18 and 19 at the
Mystic Marriott Hotel in Groton. Board Members and Superintendents from around
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the state attend. This Convention is an opportunity for Board of Education members
throughout the state to receive valuable professional development and coaching
regarding the various roles and responsibilities of being a Board Member.

Superintendent Perruccio encouraged Board Members to attend at least one of the two
days as their schedules permit and advised anyone interested in participating to
contact her assistant, Trent Gerbers.

Policy - 1st Reading

The following policies were presented to the Board of Education for a first reading.
These policies have been reviewed by the Policy Committee and are available for the
Board’s review on the Board Notebook under the Subcommittees Tab.

● Series 4000 Sexual Discrimination and Harassment
● Series 5000 Policy to Improve Completion Rates of FAFSA
● Series 5000 Title IX Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment
● Series 6000 Advanced Course of Program and Challenging Curriculum
● Series 6000 Credit for Online Courses
● Series 6000 Policy for the Equitable Identification of Gifted and Talented

Students
● Series 9000 Construction and Posting of Agenda
● Series 9000 Meeting Conduct
● Series 9000 Minutes
● Series 9000 Quorum and Voting Procedures
● Series 9000 Time, Place, and Notice of Meetings

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Brodeur/Flynn

“Move to enter into executive session at 8:54 PM for the purpose of discussing
contract negotiations and a memorandum of understanding with the Old
Saybrook Education Association”

MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)

The Board invited Superintendent Perruccio and Director Pendleton into
Executive Session.

Secretary Brodeur recused herself from the topic regarding the tentative
agreement between the Old Saybrook Education Association and the Old
Saybrook Board of Education.
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VI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

The Board returned to open session at 9:25 PM.

Flynn/Henderson

“Move to approve the tentative agreement between the Old Saybrook Education
Association and the Old Saybrook Board of Education, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-1)

Secretary Brodeur abstained from the vote.

Brodeur/Baker

“Move to approve the memorandum of understanding between the Old
Saybrook Education Association and the Old Saybrook Board of Education, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)

VII. REMINDERS
● OSHS - Ram Boosters - Grinder Night for Fall Athletes - October 12 -

4:00-7:00PM
● District - Board of Finance Meeting - October 18 - 6:30PM
● OSHS - Fall Chamber Music and Small Groups Concert - October 20 - 7:30PM
● OSMS - PTO Meeting - October 24 - 6:30PM
● District - Board of Education Fall Leadership Meeting - October 25 - 5:30PM
● District - Fall Celebration and Expo - November 8, 2022 - 6:00PM
● All Events and Meetings May be Canceled or Conducted Remotely

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Baker/Flynn

“Move to adjourn at 9:29PM”

MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-0)

Karen Brodeur, Secretary
Old Saybrook Board of Education
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Minutes recorded and typed by:
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting
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